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As we come to the end of 2019 and look ahead to 2020, it always amazes me at how 
quickly time passes.  Getting older, I do have more of an appreciation of every day.  
When I was younger, it seemed like time passed so slowly from one holiday to another.  I 
remember summers seeming to go on forever.   Not so anymore, time seems to fly from 
one holiday to another. 

As we close out this year, I’d just like to express to everyone how glad I am that God 
called me to East Tipp.  I so enjoy being here as pastor and every Sunday look forward to 
our Sunday School and worship time.  God has been doing so many things in our church 
and I cannot express how much that means to me as pastor. 

We know that God is the God of the future.  We are the ones that can end up spending too 
much time dwelling in the past.  No matter what our time in life is student, worker, re-
tired, He wants us to look optimistically to the future.  Each day is His gift to us. 

In light of that, I’ve really been practicing two things I heard Rick Warren pastor of Sad-
dleback Church say.  Your life is God’s gift to you.   What you do with your life is 
your gift back to God.  Living your life as a thank you gift back to God changes our 
whole outlook on the passage of time.  

Here is what I want you to think about over the new year.  The first of the year is always a 
time of various resolutions.  You know the drill, weight loss, time management, exercise 
more, new hobbies, read more, eat healthier, etc. are the usual ones we choose.  Perhaps a 
better perspective is looking at the new year from God’s perspective.  Your life is a gift 
from God.  He has been there with you right from the start and He cheers you on.  Days 
will be good and bad we can’t help that.  However, a good way to start each day is to just 
say “thank you, God” for giving me my life.  

The next step is to say, “God I want to honor You with my life, help me make the best 
choices, help me honor You in what I say and do.  Give me direction and show me the 
way that I should go.”  I believe if we see our lives as important in whatever phase of life 
we are in, it will enable us to use each day as a way to honor God.  So, the passage of time 
is inevitable, it can be fast to us some days or slower to us other days.  Let’s think of our 
lives each day as a “thank you gift” back to God!  
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We collected 52 boxes for Operation Christmas Child. 

The church purchased the shoes that grow for each box. 

On  November 17th we dedicated those boxes and prayed for the children who will receive them. 
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We had our annual Christmas Party. 

Our Silent Auction raised $289.00 for Lottie Moon  
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Thanksgiving Dinner 
On Sunday November 24th we had our Thanksgiving Dinner. 

There was about 192 in attendance 

Lottie Moon 

Her Mission: 

 When she set sail for China, Lottie was 32 years old. She had turned 
down a marriage proposal and left her job, home and family to follow 
God’s lead. Her path wasn’t typical for an educated woman from a 
wealthy Southern family. God had gripped her with the Chinese peoples’ 
need for a Savior. 

For 39 years Lottie labored, chiefly in Tengchow and P’ingtu. People 

feared and rejected her, but she refused to leave. The aroma of fresh-baked 

cookies drew people to her house. She adopted traditional Chinese dress, 

and she learned China’s language and customs. Lottie didn’t just serve the 

people of China; she identified with them. Many eventually accepted her. 

And some accepted her Savior. 

Her Missionary Work: 

Edmonia Moon, Lottie’s sister, was appointed to Tengchow, China, in 
1872. The following year, Lottie was appointed and joined her sister there. Lottie served 39 years as a missionary, 
mostly in China’s Shantung province. She taught in a girls’ school and often made trips into China’s interior to 
share the good news with women and girls. 

Lottie Moon was passionate about people knowing Christ. She didn’t hesitate to speak her mind. 

Today’s China is a world of rapid change. It’s home to 1.4 billion individuals – one-fifth of the world’s population. 

Village dwellers flock to trendy megacities with exploding populations. And China holds its own in the world’s 

economy. It’s very different from the vast farmland Lottie Moon entered in the 1800s. But one thing hasn’t changed: 

China’s need for a Savior. 

Her Vision: 

Lottie wrote letters home detailing China’s hunger for truth and the struggle of so few missionaries taking the gospel 
to the 472 million Chinese in her day. She also shared the urgent need for more workers and for Southern Baptists to 
support them through prayer and giving. 

She once wrote home to the Foreign Mission Board, “Please say to the [new] missionaries they are coming to a life 
of hardship, responsibility and constant self-denial.” 

Disease, turmoil and lack of co-workers threatened to undo Lottie’s work. But she gave herself completely to God, 

helping lay the foundation of what would become the modern Chinese church, one of the fastest-growing Christian 

movements in the world. Lottie Moon died at 72 — ill and in declining health after decades ministering to her be-

loved Chinese. But her legacy lives on. And today, when gifts aren’t growing as quickly as the number of workers 

God is calling to the field, her call for sacrificial giving rings with more urgency than ever. 



 6 

We had a fun time. Debbie 

Phillips led us in a devotion 

on how to talk to Jesus.  

How to thank, adore and 

confess to Him. Talk to Him 

about others and ourselves.   

In October the ladies went shopping around the Indy area.  
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The Birth Order Book:  Why You Are the Way You Are 
By Dr. Kevin Leman — Compiled by Dr. Betty Wood 

 
Dr. Kevin Leman is an outspoken Christian and research he has done here is written from a Christian perspective.   
   How can two or three kids come from the same parents, live in the same house, and become so different?  Birth order 
helps answer this question as long as you are aware of the variables affecting each family situation.  The variables affect-
ing the “family constellation”, according to Dr. Leman, include spacing (the number of years between children), the sex 
of each child, physical differences or disabilities, the birth order position of the parents, any blending of two or more 
families due to death or divorce, and finally, the relationship between the parents. 
First born characteristics include  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
There are at least two good reasons first borns usually come in such downright-upright (and sometimes a little uptight) 
packages.  Those two reasons are Mom and Dad.  Brand-new parents tend to be a paradox when it comes to their        
first-born child.  One side of them is overprotective, anxious, tentative, and inconsistent.  The other side can be strict in 
discipline, demanding, always pushing and encouraging more and better performance.   
   Research indicates first borns walk and talk earlier than later borns.  They are often serious.  Life is real and life is    
earnest.  They are not much for surprises.  They thrive on being in control, on time, and organized. 
   First borns automatically fit into the category labeled “advanced.”  They usually grow up to be conservative.  They 
become the family standard-bearers.  First-born children are “little adults” who often become the leaders and achievers 
in life. 
   There are two basic types of first borns:  compliant and want to please, or strong willed and aggressive. Compliant first 
borns are well known for “taking it” and being walked on by a world that loves to take advantage of them, but they also 
are known for nursing their resentments quietly and then eventually venting with one grand explosion. 
   The hard-driving personality is often quite proud of the way he gets things done, but he pays the price. If his body 
doesn’t break down, relationships with his family or friends usually do. 
   Being a first born has its perks.  A common characteristic of a first-born person is his confidence in being taken        
seriously by those around him.  This comes from his childhood, when adults took him seriously and he knew it.  They 
often go into positions of leadership or high achievement.  Twenty-four of US presidents were first born males (only six 
have been the babies in their families).  First borns are overrepresented among Who’s Who in America and American 
Men and Women of Science, as well as among Rhodes scholars and university professors. 
   First borns don’t like to make mistakes.  They are careful and calculating and they are sticklers for rules and                 
regulations.  All of these characteristics are useful for getting along well when working in fussy, precise places, like 
banks. 
   Being a first born also has its problems. A lot of the pressure on the oldest child comes in the form of discipline and, in 
too many cases, punishment.  Ask any first born and he or she will admit getting the heavy end of the hickory stick.  
First borns will tell you that they had to toe the mark while their younger brothers or sisters had it easier. 
   They also get the most work.  When something needs done in the family, they are likely to draw the assignment.  First 
born boys are under pressure to be “crown Prince” or little adult.  They thrive on school.  Their work often occupies the 
refrigerator doors for weeks.  First born girls aren’t often pressured to be “crown princess,” but they do wind up   being 
in charge a lot.  Older sisters are usually very dependable and conscientious, and a lot of mothers know it and take      
advantage of it.  First-born girls often get labels like “Mother Hen” or “The Warden.” 
Dr. Leman gives some tips for making your first born status work for you. 
1. Take smaller bites of life.  First borns are known for getting themselves involved in too many things - too many   

activities, organizations, projects, etc.  They wind up with little time for themselves. 

2. Work on saying no.  Many first borns are pleasers - they like the approval of others and almost always accept               
invitations, requests, etc.  One of the best ways to know how to say no is to know your limits.  You can’t do                       
everything. 

3. Remember that as a first born your parents probably had higher expectations for you than anybody else in the family.  
And the natural result is that you have high expectations for yourself.  You expect to be first, best - perfect.                      
Perfectionism is a great way to commit slow suicide.  Lower your sights a little.  Do a little less and enjoy life more. 

4. First borns are known for asking a lot of questions, wanting all the details.  Don’t apologize for this trait, which is a 
sign of a leader who can size up the situation, be able to outline what has to be done, and then apply a logical,                   
step-by-step process to solve the problem. 

achiever 
people pleaser 
conservative 
supporter of law and order 
believer in authority and ritual 
legalistic 

   loyal 
self-reliant 
perfectionistic 
reliable 
conscientious 
list makers 

well organized 
critical 
serious 
scholarly 
goal oriented 
self-sacrificing 
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 WVBA Luncheon 

 Meeting at Golden Corral  @ 11:30 am 

2 
January  

Matrix Tour  

We will have lunch prior to tour 

More details to come 

 Contact: Debbie Phillips 765-543-9015 

14 
January  

Leadership Team 

Meeting at 3 pm 

12 
January  

 WVBA Luncheon 

 Meeting at Golden Corral  @ 11:30 am 

6 
February  

 Business Meeting 
 Following Worship Service 

16 
February  

 WVBA Luncheon 

 Meeting at Golden Corral @ 11:30 am 

5 
March 

 Movie Night– 6:30 pm 

 Title to be decided 

20 
March 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

GATHER 
Together for                                      

worship & learning 

SERVE 
Engaging neighbors 

locally & abroad  

CONNECT 
IN GOSPEL 

COMMUNTIES 

 

CONNECT 
Gospel communities                  

living life together 

Contact Information 

Church Office :765-589-3587 

Website: easttipp.org 

Sunday Classes & Worship 

Small Groups – 9 am 

Fellowship Time– 10 am 

Worship– 10:45 am 

       Senior Pastor   

Joel Flowers 

kokomojoelfow@yahoo.com 

Church Office  
Wanda Clendenen 

secretary@easttipp.org  

Our Ministries 

Women’s Ministry 

Debbie Phillips 

tedeb71@comcast.net 

Children's Church 

Wanda Clendenen 

secretary@easttipp.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 9:00 AM 

 Adult Class– Lee Sandifur 

 Women’s Class– Donna Spear/Debbie Flowers 

 Young Adults– Bill Kaminsky 

 Grades 6-12– Joel Flowers 

 Elementary– Wanda Clendenen 

 Nursery– Vicki Sandifur & Rita Herr 

Come and join us during

Fellowship Time 
each Sunday

Coffee & Breakfast items
10 am -10:45 am


